
M a y   2 0 1 3

Intern’tl Highlights: Great 
Backyard Bird Count
In the first-ever global Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) this 
year, participants set all kinds of new records.  During the count 
on February 15-18, 2013, participants reported birds from all 7 
continents, including 111 countries and independent territories. 
Bird watchers reported 4,004 species from about 180 bird 
families--39% of the world’s bird species and 78% of bird 
families.

Of the 4,004 species reported, Mexico tops the list with 645 
species, followed by the United States with 638 (reflecting the 
high level of participation).  India follows with 544 species, then 
Costa Rica with 508.

Panama, Australia, and Peru all tallied well over 300 species. 
Ecuador, Belize, and Kenya were among the countries reporting 
more than 200 species.  Spain tops European countries in species 
diversity with 179.

Given the strong participation in the United States and Canada, 
the birds reported on the most checklists were North American:
Northern Cardinal   46,991 
Dark-eyed Junco   42,819 
Mourning Dove   41,384 
Downy Woodpecker    34,980 
House Finch    32,476 
American Crow   31,509 
Black-capped Chickadee    30,844 
Blue Jay    30,050 
American Goldfinch    30,011 
Tufted Titmouse    29,800 

The irruption of winter finches during the past winter has been 
dubbed a “superflight” by experts who study finch invasions.  A 
variety of nomadic finch species has been moving farther from 
their usual winter ranges, most likely to find food when northern 
pine cone and seed crops fail.

Common Redpolls were on the move, with widespread reports 
from across southern Canada and the northern tier of the United 
States. 

[The above is excerpted from the web news accessed at 
birdsource.org.  I looked for local results for the February 
occasion at ebird.org, but could not find it.  They list all reports 
for the current month, April, in which Texas led in species 
reported.  If someone can find it, write and let me know how. 
---Editor@bastropcountyaudubon.org]

May Speakers

Lynne and Jim Weber

Learn to Be an Urbanite 
in Tune with Nature
Ducks in January, bats in March, rain lilies in April, 
meteors in August: the predictable appearance of fauna and flora 
allows humans to experience the natural cycles in the 
environment, no matter how urban the setting.   As Bastrop fills 
in spaces with new development and isn’t so far from populous 
Austin, we still want to feel as attuned to Nature as ever, though 
it may take more conscious effort.

For the May meeting, Lynne and Jim Weber of Nature Watch 
Austin, give us the wherewithal from their book Nature Watch 
Austin: Guide to the Seasons in an Urban Wildland (Texas 
A&M P., 2011).  BCAS convenes in the meeting room at First 
National Bank Building in Bastrop, Hasler Blvd. at H. 71 w on 
Tuesday, May 21, at 7:00 p.m.
  
In their book, the Webers go month-by-month, profiling the 
plants, animals, insects, and other natural phenomena that are 
particularly noteworthy then in Austin and the surrounding area.  
They suggest places—from driving to a water treatment plant to 
lounging by the backyard bird feeder.  Opening with a chart on 
weather, temperature, and daylight hours, each month’s chapter 
features photographs by Jim and original illustrations by Lynne. 

Lynne Weber and Jim Weber work in the high tech industry in 
Austin, where she is a Senior Manager and he is a Senior 
Engineer.  Both are certified Texas Master Naturalists, and 
Lynne is past president of the Capital Area Chapter.   They are 
also Certified Habitat Stewards and active volunteers.  They will 
have copies of the book available.
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At the Judy Ing Chimney
Swift Tower in Bob Bryant Park in 
Bastrop, we have installed writing materials for 
visitors to comment.  Hopefully, someone might report 
seeing the swifts come or go early morning or at 
sunset.  They may also comment on the exhibit or 
write about birds they saw.  BCAS members should 

visit soon and see what’s up.
h

Bob Bullock Texas History Museum
in Austin along with the Travis Audubon Society 
presents three free birding lectures in June to take 
place in the Museum’s Spirit of Texas Theater.

On Saturday, June 8, at 2:00 p.m., Victor Emanuel will 
speak on "Birdwatching in Texas". 

Saturday, June 15, at 2:00, Jeff Munday, president of the Houston 
Audubon Society, will speak on the "Birds of Central Texas". 

Saturday ,June 29, also at 2;00, Jane Tillman, the former chair of 
the Travis Audubon Urban Habitat Committee, will speak on 
"The Joys of Backyard Birding.”  

For more information see TheSTORYofTEXAS.com
h

Live Cam on Big 
Red & Nestlings
Big Red and her mate have returned  
to star in Cornell Ornithology’s 
“reality show” via live action cameras.  
Three fluffy white hungry nestlings 
arrived by April 24.  They also have a 
live action camera on Great Blue Herons.  Find “cams” at www//
allaboutbirds.org.

h

Organic Gardening Experts 
Scheduled at Bastrop Gardens ---
BCAS members Deena Spellman and Jeff Long, owners of 
Bastrop Gardens on Old Austin Highway 10 miles west of 
Bastrop, have an inspiring Saturday lecture series continuing in 
May.  All free presentations occur at 11:00 a.m., rain or shine.

Jeff leads his “Rain Barrel Workshop” May 4.  George Altgelt of 
Geo Growers, a company that custom mixes soil, tells all in 
“Soils from the Ground Up” on May 11.  Jeff shares the secrets of 
“Home Brew for the Garden--Aerobic Compost Tea” on May 18, 
with complete recipes and “how to.” For more details: (512) 
303-5672

h

For Conscientious Coffee Drinkers
The colorful songbirds of summer are on the move, many of 
which spent the winter among the forest canopies of shade coffee 
plantations—if those farmers can stay in business.  There are 
many good options for buying sustainable coffee, but if you’re 
interested specifically in bird conservation, you’ll want to look 
for Bird Friendly certified shade-grown coffee.

Field Trip Report
Yegua Knobbs, McDade

On April 6 from 8:30 - 11:30 a.m., members of 
the Houston Sierra Club, Bastrop County Audubon Society, 
Pines and Prairies Land Trust, and other birders met at the 
Yegua Knobbs Preserve for the Spring Field Day and Bird 
Census.  Participants included Travis Brown, leader, Helen 
Riggins, Kelly Parker, Brandt Mannchen, Jane Reierson, Roy 
Smallwood, Hugh Brown, Larry Gfeller, Liz Pullman, Jay 
Boyd Reynolds, Sandy Birnbaum, and Priscilla Jarvis.  After 
birding, we visited with other attendees, ate our picnic lunches 
and recounted the day’s findings.  

Although overcast, and a bit windy and cool at times, the 
weather was pleasant and all enjoyed the walk and 
camaraderie while identifying birds.  We saw many lovely 
Cedar Waxwings.  Also seen, and captured on video, were two 
dung beetles rolling a, you guessed it, large ball of dung.

 
We saw and/or heard 28 species :  
Double-crested Cormorant
Anhinga
Pied-billed Grebe
Gadwall Duck
Great Egret
Great Blue Heron
Common Ground Dove
Mourning Dove
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Belted Kingfisher
Common Grackle
Brown-headed Cowbird 
American Crow
Cedar Waxwing
Pileated Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Carolina Wren
Carolina Chickadee
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Nashville Warbler
Pine Warbler
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
White-eyed Vireo
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
Brown Thrasher
Northern Cardinal
White-throated Sparrow

Personal Report: April Migratory Sightings

Above or within the confines of my tract-house lot in Riverside 
Grove in Bastrop, I was amazed to view the following birds in 
migration:  Whooping Cranes (4/11 and 4/12--their cries similar 
to sea gulls); Red-winged Blackbird; Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
(4/28), and the Common Yellow-throat Warbler (4/29).  I know 
the cuckoo ordinarily spends the summer in the Bastrop in area 
pecan trees.         Mary Ellen Branan, Editor 



A red-legged Black-Necked Stilt snapped by Roy Smallwood on his recent trip 
to Anahuac NWR, where he also saw his more-difficult to-view target bird, the 
Yellow Rail, in the marshes.

h

Items from American Bird Conservancy:
Seabird Ingestion of Plastic in North Pacific Rises
 A new study by U.S. and Canadian scientists has found that seabirds may be 
eating much more plastic trash than they have in the past, and that seabirds off 
the coast of Washington State and British Columbia are ingesting plastic at rates 
that are “among the highest” in the world.

“We have known about this problem for 40 years and we have we failed to do 
anything about it,” said Dr. George Wallace, Vice President for Oceans and 
Islands at ABC. “This problem will continue to worsen if we do not attend to it 
by developing ways to slow or stop the flow of plastics into the oceans.”
Over 95% of the ingested plastic consisted of twine, rope, fishing line, Styro-
foam, hard discarded plastic (e.g., bottle caps), fiber sponge, and sheet plastic.

 h
On the Raging Cat vs. Bird Controversy
A fundamental element of a no-kill approach is to implement a trap-neuter-return 
(TNR) program for unowned cats, which stops stray and feral cats from being 
taken to shelters and instead promotes the unrestricted feeding and maintenance 
of cat colonies outdoors by “caregivers.”  Bird conservationists 
therefore need to start paying attention to animal sheltering 
legislation or risk not being able to remove stray and feral cats 
from places where they threaten birds, whether they be back 
yards or nature reserves.
 
This no-kill approach for stray and feral cats results in 
increasing numbers of free-ranging cats, maintained in groups 
concentrated around feeding stations.  Some of these cats are even redeemed 
from shelters by so-called rescuers and intentionally placed outside into new or 
existing colonies.  

 h
Some Help for Albatrosses
For the first time, the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) has been used 
to set limits on the number of seabirds that can be killed or injured by 
commercial fishing vessels.  The limits are established in a so-called “take” 
permit that applies to Hawaiian swordfish vessels, which have been shown to kill 
and injure Black-footed and Laysan Albatrosses.  Conservation groups, including 
ABC, had a mixed reaction to the news.  On the one hand, they applauded the 
decision to start using the MBTA to limit seabird kills by commercial fishing 
fleets, but on the other, they argued that the take limits set in the new permit were 
too high to adequately protect seabirds.
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Letter from the president

Hello, BCAS members! 

If May is half as lovely as April was, we have 
some great weather ahead for enjoying local 
wildlife. I’m calling this a “celebration, 
conservation, and participation” letter…first, 
birders everywhere celebrated when the courts 
found that whooping crane deaths in the winter 
of 2008 were a result of Texas’ failure to 
monitor the effects of water permits; although 
the state promptly appealed the ruling, it 
garnered national attention for the debate on 
21st century water usage.  

I personally celebrated on April 2, when I 
looked up at the sound of wings and saw 2 
overlapping “Vees” of birds sweep over me: 
about 20-25 whoopers and 25-30 Sandhills. It 
was mid-morning, they were headed NNE, a 
few hundred feet above the high-rise power 
lines, and had probably just taken off from the 
Colorado south of my property. 

This case reminds us that despite spring rains, 
Texas is still in a severe hydrological drought, 
and the next few months will be drier.  Please 
remind friends and family that water 
conservation is here to stay, indoors and out.  
The plumbing fixtures, technology, and 
landscape techniques are all known and 
available to us.  What is missing is a change in 
attitude.  If you belong to a Home Owners 
Association, make your voice heard at your 
local meetings: new laws passed by the 
Legislature make it easier to implement water-
wise procedures in a HOA, but those laws only 
help if home owners invoke them.  If you have 
a well, reconsider the “pump at will” mentality. 
And remember that SOME people watering 
during a drought are emptying a new-fangled 
septic system!

Your local Audubon Society is a bit like the 
“whoopers” – we’ve had a tough year but are 
still flapping.’  Retirement decisions and 
relocations have claimed several more active 
members, and we need to replace these “point 
birds.”  The open positions are now Recording 
Secretary, Field Trip Chair, and Website 
Coordinator.  If you are a “people person” 
please consider volunteering for secretary, or 
field trips, one month at a time if you wish.  If 
you like to work at your own pace at home, you 
would be a great Website monitor! 

Please talk with any officer for more 
information.  BCAS works because we take 
turns keeping that “Vee” organized.  See you on 
the 21st for another great program!

Susan Leslie, BCAS President



B.C.A.S
c/o Priscilla Jarvis
783 Lower Elgin Road
Elgin TX 78621

Return Service Requested

Common Yellow-throat Warbler
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BCAS Membership Application/Renewal

• Individual  $20
• Family  $35
• Supporting  $75
• Youth                             $10

Please make checks payable to:
Bastrop County Audubon Society
Send to: Alan Jaeger, Treasurer
 117 Kaelepulu Dr.
 Bastrop TX 78602

Or join with PayPal at: bastropcountyaudubon.org

Calendar

May 2, Thursday, 6:30 p.m.: BCAS Board Meeting at Bastrop 
City Library

May 6-12: National Wildflower Week.

May 4, 11, 18, Saturdays, 11:00 a.m.: free lectures at Bastrop 
Gardens.  See p. 2.

May 12, Sunday: Mother’s Day

May 19, Sunday: BCAS Board Work Day at the Jaeger’s.

May 21, Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.: BCAS Meeting.  Doors open at 
6:30.  See p. 1.

June 6, Thursday, 6:30 p.m.: BCAS Board Meeting

June 7, Friday, 10:00 - 1:00: Green Expo, at Bastrop 
Conference Center; continuing Saturday 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.; and 
Sunday, noon- 5 p.m., June 9.

June 18, Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.: BCAS Program and Annual 
Meeting.  What are our goals for next year?

Refreshments this year have been 
generously provided by:

Toni Garchie


