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Balcones Canyonland
National Wildlife
Refuge
Nancy Ragland

Tuesday, May 17
7:30P.M.

Balcones Canyonland National Wildlife
Refuge was established in 1992 to protect the
habitat of two endangered songbirds, the Golden-
cheeked Warbler and Black-capped Vireo.
Doeskin Ranch is one of three areas open to
public at the Refuge. The presentation will
highlight the three hiking trails on the tract, each
of which passes through a separate ecosystem,
including riparian, grassland, and canyonland
habitats. Ms. Ragland will emphasize the birds

Golden-cheeked Warbler by Margie Crisp

Black- capped Vireo by Margle Cr|sp

that can be found on the different trailsas well as
having a question and answer session about the
Refuge after the presentation.

Nancy Ragland has been adocent at the
Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge
for four years. She graduated from the University
of Texasat Austin in 1999 with abachelorsin
Geology and a bachelorsin Geography and
currently works at the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality. She has been birding,
mostly in the Austin and Hill Country area, for
seven years. Nancy isalso acertified Texas
Master Naturalist.

Everyoneisinvited to join BCAS board
members and Nancy Ragland for dinner before
the meeting. We will meet at six PM. at the
Roadhouse, 2804 East Hwy 21, across from the
Bastrop State Park entrance.

Bastrop County Audubon Society meetings are held the third Tuesday of the month (except
July, August & December) in the Long Community Room of the First National Bank of Bastrop,
1020 Main Street, Bastrop. Everyoneisinvited to stay for refreshments after the program.



President’s ;?’7‘
Message /s

by Priscilla Jarvis  “0.
BCAS President

Tuesday May 3, several
Bastrop county friends joined me
in the public protest of the Trans-
Texas Corridor (HB 3588) at the
State Capitol and to support HB
3363 to establish a two-year
moratorium on development of the
TTC while a comprehensive study of the pI an isdone.

State Representatives, Senators, agency heads, county
officials and citizens spoke to us from the Capitol steps,
expressing various opinionson the TTC, all in opposition.
State officials who support the TTC did not show up to
explain their positions.

Individuals from many counties, who are not alwaysin
agreement on issues, banded together to express our
dissent. The mediawas thereto interview and film usin
our yellow t-shirts, waving signs. We visited with the staffs
(the Legislature was in session) and handed out
information sheets asking them to oppose the TTC.

There are so many negative aspects about the TTC, |
do not have room to list them all here. But afew that you
may find disturbing include:

e The TTC plan adopted by the Texas Transportation
Commission outlines 4,000 miles of Corridor to
crisscross the entire state. The division of rural land
by these wide Corridors will cause fragmentation of
habitats and impaose hardships on wildlife.

« Asdtateland, the utility corridor and its water
pipelines will be exempt from local ground water
conservation district limits, and currently thereis no
law in place prohibiting that water from being
transported outside of Texas.

o State TTC land will come off county and school
district tax rolls, resulting in aloss of local property
taxes.

e Thelaw clearly allows the taking of additional land
by eminent domain for “ancillary facilities” described
as any unrelated industrial, commercial or
agricultural use that benefits the Corridor (Sec.
227.08d (d)), as well as another section which allows
adjoining right of way to be leased to a private entity
for any purpose, including billboards, hotels,
restaurants and gas stations (Sec. 370.172(a)(2)).

BCAS CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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MAY 2005
May 15 — Board Meeting at the Elgin home of Bill
Montgomery & Margie Crisp, 4 PM with potluck
dinner following. 281-5667
May 17 — Chapter Meeting: Balcones Canyonland
National Wildlife Refuge, Nancy Ragland

JUNE 2005

June 19 — Board Meeting at the Bastrop home of Sue
Brubaker, 303-0440

June 21 — Chapter Meeting: Plants of the Lost Pines,
Phil Schappert, Ph.D, Director, Stengl “Lost Pines’
Biological Station, University of Texas at Austin.

JULY & AUGUST 2005
No meetingsin July & August. See you September 20th!

Visit our Web site for updates and additional information
on field trips, BCAS events, and other events of interest.
www.bastr opcountyaudubon.or g

Bird Callsis published by the Bastrop County
Audubon Society. Submit information to:

Margie Crisp, PO Box 656, Elgin, TX 7862,
E-mail: Tiliqgua2@earthlink.net

Margie (512) 281-5667 or Maggie (512) 321- 2569

e More than 580,000 acres will become government
property used not only for transportation but also as
State owned rental property in direct competition
with private business.

If you are concerned about the Trans-Texas Corridor,
please support HB 3363 and contact your own legislators
or members of the House Transportation Committee and
let them know. Pro-TTCorridor Rep. Mike Kruseeis
Chairman of the House Transportation Committee, 463-
0670. Our representative is Robbie Cook, 463-0682. For
more information see www.corridorwatch.org. The Texas
Department of Transportation’s siteis:
www.K eepTexasMoving.com. Additional information can
a so be found at www.i69corridorstudy.com
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REPORT ON FEATHER FEST

The Feather Fest in Galveston, March 31 - April 2,
was varied, exciting, and well-planned. The four days
of field trips available included trips to High Island/
Bolivar Peninsula, Anahuac NWP, East Beach, West
Beach, Pelican Island, and to Texas City for the Texas
City Dike and the Attwater Prairie Chicken colony.
Some of the inter-coastal and Offats Bayou trips were
via kayaking. Headquarters for the festival wasin the
Old Galveston Square Building on the Strand, which
housed an exhibit salon, hospitality room, and seminar
rooms. Parking and elbow room was ample. On the
four-hour field trip | took on Sunday morning billed asa
“Galveston Island Sampler,” we spotted about 63 spe-
cies. My own new birdsincluded the Harris's Sparrow,
Swamp Sparrow, Golden Plover, Black-bellied Plover,
Pectoral Sandpiper, and White-tailed Kite.

Some of the other birds we saw include: Lesser
Yellowlegs, Greater Yellowlegs, Short-billed Dowitcher,
Black-necked Stilt, Great Blue Heron, Little Blue Heron,
Green Heron, Tri-colored Heron, Whitelbis, White-faced
Ibis, Black Skimmer, Long-billed Curlew, Roseate
Spoonbill, Common Loon, Blue-winged Teal, Mottled
Duck, Black-bellied Whistling Duck, Willet, Snow Egret,
Brown Pelican, White Pelican, Black-and-white War-
bler, and White-eyed Vireo. (Did you know that the
American Crow is not found on Galveston Island?)

Mary Ellen Branan, Field Trip Chair

TRIPS

v 5

On Friday, | went to a two-hour class on Shore-
birds for a new approach to faster and more accurate
identification. The presentation was supported by over
ahundred dlides, featuring the shorebirdstogether in most
of the shots, as they would be found naturally, which
gives one immediate cues to size, shape, bill lengths,
and the like. Much of the new approach is enabled by
comparisons. All thisis planned in aforthcoming pub-
lication on shorebird identification which will include
these illustrative photos. | plan to outline the new way
of looking at afuture Learners Corner.

ATTWATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN
NATIONAL WILDLIFE PRESERVE

TheIntrepid Four Super Birdersset out at 6:00 am.
from Bastrop for the Preserve’'s Annual visitors event
on April 9. Thisisthe onetimeayear when any outsid-
ers are allowed to view the seriously endangered
Attwater. We were lucky to be among the last group
ableto catch themale birdsstill out on the booming field
through the provided spotting scopes. The van driver
also helped usfind Sprague’s Pipitsand Bob White Quail
on the way back to HQ. The habitats are short grass
prairie and marsh. The Intrepid Four? Sharon Finlay,
Judy Ing, Maggie Lambert, and Yours Truly, Mary Ellen
Branan, Field Trip Chair.

The Gift

I wanted to thank the mockingbird for the vigor of his song.
Every day he sang from the rim of the field, while | picked
blueberries or just idled in the sun.

Every day he came fluttering by to show me, and why not,
the white blossoms in his wings.

So one day 1 went there with a machine, and played some songs of Mahler.
The mockingbird stopped singing, he came close and seemed to listen.
Now when | go down to the field, a little Mahler spills
through the sputters of his song.

How happy 1 am,

lounging in the light,

listening as the music floats by!

And I give thanks also for my mind, that thought of giving a gift.
And mostly 1°m grateful that 1 take this world so seriously.

From House of Light by Mary Qiver,

Copyright © 1990 by Mary Qiver,

Reprinted by permssion of Beacon Press, Boston
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Please join us
Tuesday, May 17th
at 7:00- before the
regular meeting—for
ashort program by
Conservation Co-chair T =
Bill Montgomery on i
TEXASTURTLES.

+*4 Earth Share of Texas represents
the Audubon Foundation of Texas
and the National Audubon Society
in payroll deduction plans for
charitable giving. For information,

BCAS CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

Imaginative self-starter with unlimited enthusiasm
for bird watching, snacking and touring the country-
side with fabulous, interesting friends needed to de-
sign & implement field trips for BCAS. Destina-
tionsuptoindividual. Perksincludetravel and great
potluck dinners with the Board. Please apply forth-
with to Pres. Priscilla Jarvis, 281-2762.

POSITION AVAILABLE

We need a friendly face to represent our group of
dedicated, fun-loving birdwatchers and habitat pro-
tectors to the Bastrop County community at two or
more local festivals a year (Hogeye in Elgin and
Yesterfest in Bastrop). All equipment and additional
help supplied. Jobsharing and flextime of this fund-
raising and friend-raising chairperson an option.
Perksinclude meeting neat people and great potluck
dinners with the Board. Please call Priscilla Jarvis!

WANTED
Creative persons to manage and distribute edibles at

EarthShare  Email esx@earthsharetexas.org the June meeting. Please notify Sue Brubaker, 303-
OF TEXAS or call 1-800-GREENTX 0440 if you can help with refreshments!
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R.G.Bell
Bastrop County Audubon Society
c/o Judy Ing
1005 Pine St.

Bastrop, TX 78602

Return Service Requested

O If checked, your membership is due! Thank you for supporting BCAS.

4




