2 Bird Calls

Newsletter of theBastrop County Audubon Society

February 2006

SKY ISLANDS:
TheChiricahua
M ountains

William B. Montgomery
MargieCrisp

Tuesday, February 21
7:30pP.M.

The Chiricahua Mountains of Southeastern
Arizona are a massive “sky island,” a forested
mountai n range surrounded by arid high desert. They
combine breathtaking scenery with opportunitiesfor
seeing rare & unique species of birds, reptiles and
mammals. Thehabitatsinthe Chiricahuasrangefrom
Chihuahuan Desert at the base of the range to the
forests of Englemann spruce and apine fir at the
summit of ChiricahuaPeak, nearly 6000 feet higher
at 9795 feet. Canyonscarved out of the striking pink
granite protect permanent streamsand lush riparian
habitats. The diversity of habitats and the range's
proximity to Mexico meanthat awidevariety of bird,
animal and plant lifefound nowheree seinthe United
States can be seen here.

The presentation will begin with aslide show by
artist, photographer and herpetologist William B.
Montgomery chronicling the extraordinary scenery
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Portrait of a Texas Horned Lizard. Etching by
William B. Montgomery

and diverse habitats of the ChiricahuaMountainsand
surrounding desert. Followingthedide presentation,
Margie Crisp will give abirder’s highlights tour of
the unique and entertaining bird life found in the
Chiricahuas.

Everyoneisinvitedtojoin BCAShboard members
and the speakers for dinner before the meeting.
We will meet at 6 PM. at El Nuevo Mexico on Old
Austin Highway, behind the HEB.

Bastrop County Audubon Society meetingsareheld thethird Tuesday of themonth (except July &
August) in theL ong Community Room of the First National Bank of Bastrop, 1020 Main Street, Bastr op.
Everyoneisinvited to stay for refreshmentsafter the program.
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BCASCALENDAR OF EVENTS
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FEBRUARY 2006

February 19 — Board Meeting at the Bastrop home of
Sue & Stew Brubaker, 4 PM with potluck dinner
following, 303-0440

MARCH 2006

March 19 — Board Meeting at the Bastrop home of
Barbara & Jerry Harp, 4 PM with potluck dinner
following, 581-0835

March 21 — Chapter Meeting: Costa Rica by Dr.
David Mitchell

APRIL 2006

April 16 — Board Meeting TBA

April 18 — Chapter Meeting: TBA

April 22 —Field Trip to Fort Hood to view Golden-
cheeked Warblers and Black-capped Vireos. Contact
Alan Jaeger 308-1991 for meeting time & place.

Other local events of interest:

Saturday April 8 — Texas Parks & Wildlife
Department Wildlife Management Extravaganza.
Smithville 2-8 PM

Saturday April 29 — Yesterfest, Bastrop
Visit our Web site for updates and additional information

on field trips, BCAS events, and other events of interest.
www.bastropcountyaudubon.org

President’s
Message

by Priscilla Jarvis
BCAS President

In December, dedicated mem-
bersof theBCASand Girl Scouts,
Caitlyn Goodwin and Hayden
Higginbotham, and their mothers,
met for our annual maintenance of
the birdhouses in Bastrop State
Park. Oneof these bluebird houses
contained an abandoned nest (with 3 eggs) covered with
another nest. Caitlyn and Hayden areworking to earnthe
Cadette Girl Scouts highest award for girls 11 to 14: the
Cadette Silver Award. These two young women oversaw
the construction and installation of 12 bluebird housesin
Bastrop and Buescher State Parks. Weare proud of Caitlyn
and Hayden.

In January, another team of dedicated BCASmembers
went to Bob Bryant Park to maintain thefive birdhouses
there, one of which contained anest. THANKStoall the
BCAS membersand the Girl Scoutswho participated in
theseimportant conservation efforts.

BCAS membersare pleased to beworking with Casey
Schultz, an Eagle Scout candidate, and Todd M cClanahan,
Bastrop State Park Ranger, to construct awildlifeand bird
viewing blind which will also serve as a Houston toad
monitoring station in Bastrop State Park. We arein the
initia planning stagesand seeking approval for thisproject.
Wearevery enthusi astic about this project and would like
to see more membersbecomeinvolved. Our workingwith
youth in conservation projectsisvery important and your
help is needed. Please let me know at 281-2762 or
pjflamingo@flash.net if youwant tojointheteam.

Bird CaIIS|spubI|§1ed bythe Bastrop County Audubon
Society. Submitinformationto:

Margie Crisp, PO Box 656, Elgin, TX 78621

E-mail: Tiliqgua2@earthlink.net or (512) 281-5667

On another note, | made a batch of the Marvel-Meal
highlightedinour last Bird Calls. Thebirdsseemtolikeit
even better than the plain peanut butter and corn meal mix-
turel previoudy used. A malecardinal wasvery entertain-
ing to watch ashecontinually ate, coating hisbeak with the
M-M. Hewould stop after abit, hop to abranchto clean
hisbeak, and then return to the log feeder to have another
goatit. Ah, bird watching can be so much fun!
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TheUltimate Oxymoron: Outwitting Squirres

By BCAS member Lee Graham

Ahyes, squirrels. Ratsin cuter outfits. The bane of
every birdlover’sexistence.

No, | am not afan of thecrafty varmints. | findit hard
to believethat at onetime, when | lived inthe*bigcity”,
| actually thought they were adorablelittle creatures. Now
that I’'macountry gal, bird fanatic,
and tomato grower, | find them
infuriating, exasperating, and area
nightmeare.

| guess it was about seven or
eight yearsago | declared war onthe
squirrels. Especially on one in
particular, Eingtein, themost brilliant
rodent ever to empty abird feeder.
Tothisday, | amn convinced he had
an1Q higher thanmine.

Or maybeweshould havecdled
himArnold Eingtein, becausehewas
aSchwarzenegger of squirrds—hig,
brawny, and brazen. Brains and
brawn. A wicked combinationina
squirrel.

| remember watchingwith dis-
gust onecoldwinter’sday asArnold
Eingeinshoveled a least haf apound
of Marvel-Med down hisgluttonous

“If you arewaging war against your
rascally rodents, here are a few almost
completely useless strategies that can

gullet asfast ashisburly littlearm
could shovel. He stared at mewith
hisdefiantly beady eyes, and | stared
back, Clint Eastwood style, vowing
revenge. Asthefully satiated scoun-
drel waddled back to hiscomfy squirrel’snest for anice
long nap, | knew war wasofficially declared.

Littledid | know that my attempts at outsmarting a
squirrel like Einstein would end up becoming a series of
disastrouslessonsinfutility. My feebleattemptswerefoiled
again and again. However, fellow Auduboner, if you are
also waging war against your rascally rodents, herearea
few dmost completely usdlessstrategiesthat canhelpinthe
battle. But beforewarned—you are about to embark upon
themost hopelesdly futiletask of your life—outwitting the
squirrels.

Useless Strategy # 1: (This is an obvious one).
Alwaysuseasquirrel baffle over your hanging feedersor
underneath your pole-mounted feeders. Choosethewidest
and most menacing onesyou canfind. Thesmdler, wimpier

help in the battle. But be forewarned—
you are about to embark upon the most
hopelesdly futile task of your life—
outwitting the squirrels.”

onesjust can’t accomplish thejob. We own an assortment
of gargantuan types—all of themwork quitewell.

Enormousbafflesareavailableat many soresthat carry
wild bird paraphernalia, and onlinefromthe Duncraft cata-
log and other sources. Not only do they makeyour feeders
more squirrel-resistant, but they
also help to keep your seed dry
and lessproneto spoilage.

Useless Strategy # 2: Use
awindow feeder for your sun-
flower seed or Marvel-Med (the
peanut butter/cornmeal mixturel
wrote about in the January Bird
Calls). Window feeders make
great delivery systems for the
tasty concoction.

Window feeders are small,
clear plastic boxesthat attach to
windowsviasuction cups. They
rangeinsizefrom about 3%2to 7
inchesor so, and rangein price
from about $7.00 to $15.00.
They areavailablea Wild Birds
Unlimited, Duncraft, and other
SOUrCes.

My mother has successfully
foiled her squirrelsby attachinga
window feeder onto a glass
patio door and filling it with
Marvel-Meal. She keeps her
Bewick’s and Carolina Wrens
very happy thisway. Another benefit of asmall window
feeder isit preventsthelarger, more aggressive birdslike
Blue Jaysfrom scarfing down all of your Marvel-Medl.

Useless Strategy # 3: Construct a window ledge
feeder—another one of my mother’stricks. Thisissmply a
wooden plank attached under her kitchen window, heldin
place by several metal L-shaped brackets. Every day, she
places small amounts of Marvel-Meal ontheledge, and
with the exception of oneintrepid Einstein of her own, her
morbidly obesesquirrelscan’t reach theledge.

continued on next page



Outwitting the Squirrels, continued

Useless Strategy # 4: The
quickest and easiest seed solu-
tion of them all—use safflower
ingtead of sunflower seedinyour 8
feeders. =
Safflower seed. Good eats §¢ - "4
for the birds; anathemafor the i, * &
squirrels. A great solution with T
some serious drawbacks.

To beginwith, it would be easier to find another Blue-
footed Booby on Lake Bastrop than to buy safflower seed
inBastrop County. Whereitisavailable, itisusually sold
out, or | find myself buying thelast remaining bag. All of us
squirrel foesmust becompeting with each other for thescarce
Seed.

Inadditiontothat, it'sexpensive. At the Tractor Sup-
ply, black oil sunflower seed isawonderfully inexpensive
$0.28/pound, basi c birdseed mix isan even cheaper $0.25/
pound, and safflower seed isawhopping $0.71/pound!

One more complaint about safflower seed. Early one
morning, whilst sumbling around half adeep, | wasengulfed
inacloud of unknown species of moth that had hatched
from an open bag. Not exactly apleasant experience be-
fore one has had a chance to have one’s morning cup of
coffee.

Useless Strategy # 5: Invest in a squirrel-proof
feeder. I'll pause for amoment and allow you to laugh
hystericaly at the preposterous concept.

Now that you’ ve collected yourself, | shall continue.
Squirrel-proof feeder. Now, there’ samisnomer if I’ veever
heard one. Againgt our better judgement, my husband and |
bought amega-szed, “ squirrel-proof” feeder with alifetime
guarantee. Oursisapole-mounted variety, with arectangu-
lar shape and agabled roof.

It took Einstein only afew daysto conquer our exorbi-
tantly expensive feeder. We muttered and cursed as we
observed him cling gingerly totheside of thefeeder with his
toesand use his Schwarzenegger arm to sweep out huge
amounts of seed to an applauding crowd of squirrelsgath-
ered on the ground bel ow. Like candy pouring down from
apifata, Eingtein’sfan club gleefully collected every bit as
we stood shaking our heads, utterly defeated, and alot
poore.

Weadded asquirrd baffletothepole, but Einstein con-
tinued to empty our feeder. That’swhenwediscovered he
was ableto make spectacular leapsfrom atreelimb onto
theroof of thefeeder.

Whichleadsmeto. ..

Useless Strategy # 6: To prevent your residential
scoundrelsfrom leaping onto your feeder, mount it asfar

away from tree branches and
fencesaspossible. | would sug-
gestaminimum of eight toten
B fest Aminimumof four hundred
L8 feet would beeven better.

B8 M Useless Strategy # 7:
W BN UseVasdineto greasetheroof
¥ and pole of your feeder, then
havefun cackling sadidticaly as
you watch the scampering scalawags slip and slide. You
can aso greasethe wiressuspending your hanging feeders.
Great idea, right? Sorry, didn’t work. Now that our pole-
mounted feeder was stationed inthe blazing Texassunin-
stead of cozily nestled under the branches of our shady oaks,
theVasdline melted off theroof within hours.
However, Vasdinecould till work for youif your feeder
isnot in direct sun—or if you reapply the Vaseline often
enough. Giveitatry.

Useless Strategy # 8: Feeder height. Seeing asquir-
rel and/or raccoon jump from the ground onto your feeder
is like watching an Olympic event. They don’t merely
jump—they levitate. Whether you have apole-mounted or
hanging feeder, it must be aminimum, mind you, amini-
mumof fivefeet from theground, lest thelittle devilswill
simply leap up and grab your preciousfare.

Fivefeet was not high enough for our ridiculoudy ro-
tund Olympic athletes. Our solution?Wewent higher. We
removed our feeder fromitspoleand mounted it to afour-
by-four post, 8 ¥z feet from the ground. No, that isnot a
typo. Andyes, itisatad hazardoustofill. It looksmorelike
aPurple Martin housethan afeeder.

Below it, wrapped around the four-by-four post, sit
two gargantuan, twenty-two inch squirrel/raccoon baffles,
about twelve inches apart. The entire contraption |ooks
weird, unsightly, andjust plain silly. But it works. With our
alterations, itisnow indeed asquirrel-proof feeder. Even
Einstein couldn’ t figure out how to conquer our towering
skyscraper.

Neverthelessour silly yet effective Skyscraper isapain
intheneck tofill (literally speaking), and requiresasturdy,
non-wobbly ladder. If you do el evate your feeder beyond
your reach, keep in mind that each year, ladders are the
causeof anadarming number of dreadful accidents. When |
climb our ladder with abucket of sunflower seeds, | know
I"’m being carefully watched by amultitude of beady varmint
eyes—all of themwaiting for metofall.

Useless Strategy # 9: Avoid using treelimbs. Hang-
ing afeeder from atree branch isthe same ashanging a
flashing neonsignthat reads, “EAT HERE!” But, if you're
like us, youreally don’t have achoice. We have suet feed-



ersfull of Marvel-Medl, |og feeders, and hummingbird nec-
tar hanging from limbsall over our property. It wasonly
after alot of trial and error, and trying different locations,
that we havefinaly begunto consstently foil the gluttonous
scamps. Hereare afew tipsthat work for us:

Hang your log, suet, and/or hummingbird feeder froma
spindly branch that asquirrel would think twice about ven-
turing out on, (cedar treeswork well). Trim away al foliage
and adjacent branchesthat they can cling to, hang your gar-
gantuan, menacing baffle, then tuck your feeder up under
the baffle as close as possible. And remember to make sure
itisaminimum of fivefeet fromtheground.

Thisdoesnot gpply to feederscontaining sunflower seed.
Wehavenever been successful hanging sunflower feedersin
trees; thelittle devilsawaysmanage to knock them down
and destroy them.

Lee Graham promises more
entertaining strategiesin the
next installment of the Outwit-
ting the Squirrels articles in-
cluding: waysto keep squirrels
away fromtomatoes, livetrap-
| ping squirrels for relocation,
i and alreal suspension feeder

If you have any Useless Strategies for outwitting
squirrels you can share, Lee would love to hear from
you at (512) 303-0476 or |eegraham61@yahoo.com

Oth Annual Great
Backyard Bird Count

Count for theBirdsin America’sGreat
Backyard:

February 17-20, 2006

* No Feeor registration required
* All agesand skill levelswelcome
* Track resultsinrea timeonline
* Count inyour backyard, bal cony, schoolyard,
park, wildliferefuge
* Beapart of the network
Joinwith thousand of othersto find out how many
birdsare being seen in your areaand acrossthe continent
thiswinter. By participating inthe Great Backyard Bird
Count, you help document wherebirds are, and track
changesintheir numberscompared to previousyears,
helping scientists paint apicture of the state of birdsthis
winter.
For moreinformation, or to get started, goto
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc

FEATHER FEST
March 30 to April 2,2006

Comeflock to historic Galveston Idand, Texas, for the
4th annual FeatherFest, afour day celebration of nature,
when the areaaboundswith hundreds of speciesof
resident and migratory birds. Thistripisonly at most a3-
hour trip for most of usand Galveston accommodations
and food arerather inexpensive. Thosewho have never
beento Highldand, Texas, can sign up for the Feather
Fest field tripsto that area. Therookery at High Island
should beamazing then.

Whiletraveling by van, bus, kayak and harbor
cruisers, participantswill enjoy fiedtripsto someof thetop
birding areasinthenation. Expert naturaistswill leadfield
tripsand conduct workshops on photography, butterflies,
dragonfliesand birds. A variety of Galveston’ssignature
socid eveningswill guarantee aunique experience!

FORMORE INFORMATION or toregister, visit
www.gal vestonfeatherfest.comor call 1.888.GALISLE

Highly Recommended by 2005 Field Trip Chair,
Mary Ellen Branan




Thelvory-bill Chronicles, Chapter |

John C. Arvin, Research Coordinator
Gulf Coast Bird Observatory

Last April 27th | received one of the most exciting
messages of my life. A friend who was*intheknow” sent
meaflash e-mail that on thefollowing day heand agroup
of fellow researcherswould publishinthe prestigiousjour-
na Science, thenewsthat at |east onelvory-billed Wood-
pecker had survived sixty yearsof presumed extinction and
had been conclusively documented in eestern Arkansas. The
next day it wasofficially announced to theworld by noless
than the Secretary of the Interior that the lvory-bill lived! |
immediately sat down and dashed off adraft proposal to
searchthat part of thehistorical rangeof thepeciesin Texas
inwhich | thought that enough of theright kind of bottom-
land forest existed that might support avery small popula-
tion of thischarismatic symbol of AmericanalLost.

| received the newsearlier thisweek that my proposal
to seek Ivory-billed Woodpeckers in Texas had been
funded - not quitefully funded, but with enoughto start the
chase. My reaction was e ation laced with acertain amount
of misgivings, and aso with asense of awesomerespons-
bility. I havebeen entrusted with aconsderablesumof public
money, your money, to look for something that may not
exist. Andif it doesn't exist, or at least if our effortsdo not
providecompelling evidencethat it does, will the publiclook
upon those efforts asjust another frivolouswaste? | hope
not, and our every effort will beto come away fromthis
project with alot of newly acquired knowledge of the ecol-
ogy of southern bottomland hardwood forestsand therole
of themost dramatic symbol withinthat system. But that is
therisk you takewhen you chase dreams.

Sowhat now? Thegrant isfor 2006 and the precious
window of timewhen thebottomland forestsarel eaflessis
aready about afourth gone by. One of thefirst stepswe
will takewill beto make reconnaissanceflightsover the
search areas, which arethe corridors of bottomland forest
aongthelower Trinity, Neches, and SabineRiversin south-
eastern Texas.Fromtheair wewill identify those areasthat
appear to havelarge, intact tracts of matureforest so that
they can be marked for priority ground searches. At the
sametimewewill bewatching for the birdsthemselves. A
flying Ivory-billed Woodpecker, viewed from above, should
be quite conspicuousfrom alow, dow-flying aircraft. Addi-
tionally wewill bewatching for lookout pointsfromwhich
stationary watcherscan seelong stretchesaong streamsor
other breaksintheforest that would makelikely corridors

for Ivory-bills moving
about within their huge
home ranges. When
thesefeatureshavebeen
identified from the air
we will begin ground
urveys.

Whether as paid
searcher or volunteser, the
ground searchwill beno
picnic. Whenl first envi-
sioned the project the
search areas were
merdly filled with usud im-
pediments - lack of ready
access points, abewilder-
ing winding of waterways
through swamp forestswith
no shortage of mosguitoesand the occasi ond Cottonmouth,
tanglesof thorny green brier and poisonivy, and seemingly
bottomlessmud. All thesewererelegated to relatively mi-
nor nuisanceswith the passage of Hurricane Ritain Sep-
tember, cutting right through the heart of theregion. | have
visited some of the search areas since Rita and downed
trees range from a minimum of about 20%to ashigh as
75%in some of the hardest hit areas. Cross country navi-
gation through thetangled vegetationisgoing to beanight-
mareinsomeareas. Thegood newsisthat all evidence
suggeststhat thelvory-bill isa“ disaster” species, shiftingits
home range over vast areas of forest in response to the
transitory presence of large numbersof recently dead or
dying trees. Their primary animal food source, thelarge
boring grubs of long-horned beetles, infests such treesin
theearly stagesof decay. Ritahasinsured an abundant source
of thesegrubsfor theforeseeablefuture.

Present funding hasforced usto cut back toonesingle
full timesearchteam. Wewill beneeding volunteerstofill in
the gapsof our coverage. |nformation about volunteering
will beforthcoming.

The Chronicleswill be continued.......

John C. Arvin, Research Coordinator at the Gulf Coast
Bird Observatory can bereached at jarvin@gcbo.org
or by phone (979) 480-0999

The Chronicles are designed to keep the public informed
about this important project. They will be issued serially
at irregular intervals and are available to subscribers
(free) on the Texbirds list. For more information visit the
Texbirds Reference Page at http://mwww.texbirds.org

£ .
Ivory-billed woodpecker,
Snger Tract, Lousiana,
1935.Photo courtesy of
David Allen




The Top 15 Things Y
Environment of Bastrop County in 2006

Lee Graham

| asked Tom Dureka of Smithville, one of the founders of Bastrop County Environmental
Network (BCEN) to help me with an answer to the question,“What can | do for the
environment of Bastrop County?” Tiny little question, | know. Here are his top 15 suggestions. *

1 Pay attention to your environment. Look 9 Help preserve wide open spaces.
around. Read your newspapers. Observe Google Pines and Prairies Land Trust or
wildlife. Envision Texas for starters.

Speak out! If something smells bad, it 10 Refuse, Reuse & Recycle. Buy recycled
probably is. products, including used items

. whenever possible.
Get out of the house. Enjoy an afternoon P

on atrail. 1 1 Harvest Rainwater. Conserve water at

: . home an rk when r ible.
Take your kids to Nature. Learn with them ome and work whenever possible

about Nature 12 Cherish our island forest of pines and
oaks and millions of other creatures. Be

respectful of the diverse wildlife on your

own land or in your own backyard.

Learn where your water comes from,
where your waste goes, and why these
things are important.

13 Meet your neighbors and get to know

Educate your elected officials. City, your community

county, state, or federal—letters are the
best, but phone calls are very good. 14 Vote inlocal elections. Vote in national
Emails aren’t good for early contacts. elections. Make your vote count.

Always be polite but firm.

o O A~ WODN

15 Plant gardens—native plants use less
Participate in local and national water than traditional lawns and
advocacy groups. provide food and shelter for wildlife.
Grow your own vegetables.

\l

8 Respect your air. Carpool, bus, bike or
telecommute. *Tom’s list does not reflect the priorities of BCEN.

Texas Roadside Silhouettes (after Peterson) © Margie Crisp2005



THE
LEARNERS
CORNER

Please join us Tuesday,
February 21st at
7:00— before the

regular meeting—for a ‘gﬂ gl T

short introductory
program on birds and NG =
birdwatching skills. e

+*% Earth Share of Texas represents

the Audubon Foundation of Texas
and the National Audubon Society
in payroll deduction plans for

charitable giving. For information,

E-mail estx@earthsharetexas.org

EarthShare || 1-800.GREENTX
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Bastrop County Audubon Society
c/o Judy Ing

1005 Pine St.

Bastrop, TX 78602

Return Service Requested

What the heck Is a
Butter-butt? Or an LBJ?
What about the ubiguitous
#@*!-bird? Why are House

Sparrows & Starlings
~_anathema to most
g birdwatchers? R

!I;. -r-:.:- -¥

Join us before the regular meeting at
The Learners Corner for the answers
to these questions and to learn other
fascinating tidbitsfrom theintriguing
world of birds and birdwatching.




